SÜDKURIER KONSTANZ
5 December, 2006

The Lords of the Rings

Andreas Klier and his bell-ringing group
These musicians have instruments which weigh tons and whole cities and villages listen to them. Ringing church bells by hand with ropes is a popular sport in England. The “bell-ringers” move the bells according to complex mathematical patterns. In Konstanz, a group of bell-ringers has gathered round Andreas Klier, a former student.
However, it is not that easy to follow this English tradition on the Continent. The normal swinging bells we have in Germany cannot be rung in a full circle, like British bells. This is why Andreas Klier and his friends ring on a small mobile bell frame and with handbells. All the same, they dream of a real bell tower, with an English ring of bells. This is why they are in contact with a Konstanz parish which is considering building a new tower.
“We can’t control the dong,” as Andreas comments, referring to the aftersound the German bells. The smaller English bells have a wheel and rope apparatus and this makes it possible to predict precisely when a sound will come. The bell-ringer has to swing the bell up, till it’s on its head. Starting in this position, you can turn the bell through a full circle, without expending much force, until you come to the point of balance again and can stop there. Bell-ringers stand by their ropes and ring in more than 5,000 church towers in England.
Andreas comments that it has a lot to do with community. He encountered the bell-ringing tradition by chance during a stay in England. He was invited to join in and was fascinated: “You just see the hole with the rope.” A certain amount of practice and skill was needed to bring your bell under control at all. After this you have the concentration on rhythm and when it’s your turn. “It’s a mental challenge,” he commented.
Rodney Yeates (59) is an Englishman living in Ulm and supports the Konstanz bell-ringers. He describes how he grew up with bell-ringing and first pulled a bell rope at the age of 11. He made many friendships by ringing the methods and travelling from tower to tower. There are books for active bell-ringers which give information on the types of bells in each church and when the ringing societies practise.
Anthony Parry (51) is an Englishman who lives in Switzerland, but who often travels to England to practice his hobby. He describes bell-ringing as a mind bending activity. Parry is devoted to the art of advanced bell-ringing, with hundreds of successive changes. Each bell moves to a new position in each change. In England, bell-ringing societies compete in ringing fixed cycles for hours on end without making mistakes. The residents apparently do not complain.
Mathias Scharinger, Andreas’ flatmate, commented that, “This is a really special way of making music.” He heard the full sound of the handbells from the neighbouring room and was curious enough to enquire. He now joins the ringing.
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